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1. IMMEDIATELY AFTER RECEIPT REFTEL, I SPOKE TO DIRECTOR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS RATSIMANDRESY, MALAGASY MIN MINISTRY FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, ABOUT STATUS SELF- HELP AGREEMENT WHICH EMBASSY 
PROPOSED TO MINISTRY IN DECEMBER. HE APOLOGIZED ABOUT 

ONG DELAY AND CONFIRMED THAT IT HAS OCCURRED BECAUSE OF HIS 
HEAVY PREOCCUPATION THROUGHOUT 1973 TO DATE WITH FRANCO- 
MALAGASY NEGOTIATIONS ON COOPERATION ACCORDS. 

2. HE SAID HE WOULD CHECK INTO STATUS CLEARANCE PROPOSED 
AGREEMENT BY OTHER CONCERNED MINISTRIES, AND WOULD IF 
POSSIBLE GET CONCURRRENCE OF MALAGASY GOVT BEFORE RESUMPTION 
OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH FRENCH. SINCE THOSE NEGOTIATIONS DID IN 
FACT RESUME SHORTLY THEREAFTER 

AND WE KNOW RATSIMANDRESY IS 

AGAIN TOTALLY TAKEN UP WITH THEM, WO IS EVIDENT NO MOVEMENT 
OF QONSEQUENCE ON AGREEMENT HAS TAKEN PLACE. 

3. THEREFORE EMBASSY AGREES RELINQUISH $7,000 BALANCE IN 
FY-73 SELF- HELP ALLOCATION FOR REALLOTMENT ELSEWHERE. 

HOWEVTR, AS WE ANTICIQATE COMPLETION OF SELF- HELP AGREEMENT 
BY BEGINNING FY-74, WE REQUEST DEPT PLAN FOR NORMAL ALLOTMENT 
SELF- HELP FUNDS FOR NEXT FISCAL YEAR TO MALAGASY REPUBLIC. 
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